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 There is a twist to our third 
annual gala –necessitated by the 
coronavirus pandemic. Open Hearts, 
Open Homes will be a virtual 
IZIRX� ½PPIH� [MXL� WXSVMIW� SJ� [EVQXL��
encouragement and inspiration. 

 A highlight will be the 
ERRSYRGIQIRX� SJ� TPERW� XS� STIR� E�
Milwaukee County Family Closet 
MR� ������ QSHIPIH� EJXIV� 8LI� *EQMP]�
Closet in Waukesha, which provides 
JVII�GPSXLMRK�GLMPHVIR´W�MXIQW�XS�JSWXIV�
ERH�EHSTXMZI�JEQMPMIW���

� (YI� XS� XLI� IZIRX´W� ZMVXYEP�
REXYVI�� VIKMWXVEXMSR� JSV� ����� MW� JVII��
Guests can choose to donate, at 
VIKMWXVEXMSR��[MXL�XLSWI�JYRHW�KSMRK�XS�
the Milwaukee County Family Closet 
TVSNIGX�� %XXIRHIIW� GER� IEVR� JVII�
tickets to the 2021 gala by hosting 
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Fall 2020

[EXGL�TEVXMIW�SJ�EX�PIEWX�JSYV�KYIWXW�

 Keynote speakers are 
%QEPMI�ERH�.EWSR�&S[PMRK��'LSWIR´W�
GS�JSYRHIVW�� [LS� [MPP� WLEVI� LS[�
XLIMV�S[R�JEQMP]�NSYVRI]�XMIW�MR�[MXL�
XLI�SVMKMR�SJ�'LSWIR��'LSWIR´W������
accomplishments will be highlight 
along with plans to respond to an 
I\TIGXIH�HVEQEXMG�MRGVIEWI�MR�JSWXIV�
care needs due to COVID-19.

Online bidding for silent auction 
items begins Nov. 9. Several high-
TVS½PI� EYGXMSR� MXIQW�[MPP� FI� WSPH�
“live” at the Nov. 14 event including: 

�4VMZEXI�1I\MGER� ZMPPE� JSV� YT� XS� ��
JEQMPMIW�[MXL�E�TVMZEXI�GLIJ�QEMH

*One week stay at condo in Ft 
Myers.

�;MWGSRWMR� &EHKIVW� LERHGVEJXIH�
blanket

�0EVKI� JVEQIH� TEMRXMRK� F]� (EZMH�
LeBatard (“Lebo”)

*White Lace Inn (Sturgeon Bay) 
one-night stay and $50 restaurant 
voucher.

*Milwaukee Mile Drive a Race Car

Continued on page 2...

Open Hearts, Open Homes:
A Virtual Gala Celebrating the Work of Foster & 

Adoptive Families
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Boxes of Blessings: 

;I�[MPP�VIWYQI�SYV�&S\IW�SJ�&PIWWMRKW�TVSKVEQ�WSQIXMQI�MR�IEVP]��������-R�XLI�QIERXMQI��[I�LEZI�
ER�%QE^SR�[MWL�PMWX�EZEMPEFPI�[MXL�XLI�QSWX�RIIHIH�MXIQW��M�I�HMETIVW��XS]W��FEF]�MXIQW��IXG
�JSV�8LI�
*EQMP]�'PSWIX���8LMW�MW�E�LIPTJYP�[E]�XS�KMZI�XS�JSWXIV�EHSTXMZI�JEQMPMIW���-RWXIEH�SJ�E�&S\IW�SJ�&PIWWMRKW�
(VMZI��[SYPH�]SY�GSRWMHIV�±HVMZMRK²�]SYV�WSGMEP�QIHME�RIX[SVOW�XS�SYV�WMXI#�*SPPS[�XLMW�PMRO�JSV�XLI�PMWX��
LXXTW���XMR]YVP�GSQ�'LSWIR[MWLPMWX

Fall 2020

Vacation Bible School 2020 

;LMPI�[I�EMQIH�JSV�E�[IIO�PSRK�IZIRX��'3:-(�
19 caused us to reimagine our inaugural VBS. 
-RWXIEH��[I�LIPH�E�SRI�RMKLX�SRI�HE]�IZIRX�EX�
Waukesha Bible Church with more than 25 
OMHW��;I�PIEVRIH�EFSYX�.IWYW��WERK��HMH�GVEJXW��
and gave loaded backpacks to all the kids who 
came. 

;LEX�E�FPIWWMRK�:&7������[EW�

Open Hearts, 
Open Homes 
Continued
The Gala is our 
PEVKIWX� JYRH�VEMWIV�
JSV� 'LSWIR´W�
TVSKVEQW� JSV� JSWXIV�
ERH�EHSTXMZI�JEQMPMIW�
and educational 
outreach in the 

community. We are excited to tell gala attendees how 
XLIMV�WYTTSVX�LIPTW�YW�QIIX�XLI�RIIHW�SJ�JSWXIV�ERH�
EHSTXMZI�JEQMPMIW�
8,%2/� =39� XS� SYV� ����� WTSRWSVW�� 'LMPHVIR´W�
Community Health Plan, The Edge Contracting, 
Foundations, Lori Long, Norris Therapeutic Foster 
Care, SaintA, Waukesha County Foster Care, Lillian 
Schmidt, Waukesha State Bank and We Energies 
Foundation. 
For more information:  choseninlove.org/2020gala

To Register (required to make a bid on an auction 
item): bit.ly/chosengala20 

Virtual Gala/Access to Silent Auction shopping: 

bit.ly/chosengala20 

7II�]SY�XLIVI�

/EVIR�ERH�%QEPMI�[MPP�FI�KYIWXW�SR�8LI�1SVRMRK�
Blend October 29th. Be sure to tune in to hear 
about the Gala!

Chosen & COVID-19
8LI�*EQMP]�'PSWIX�MW�WXMPP�3TIR��;I�EVI�XEOMRK�
ETTSMRXQIRXW�ERH�WLSTMRK�JSV�SYV�JEQMPMIW��*EQMPMIW�
are in need even more now with job changes or lay-
SJJW��'EVIKMZIVW�GER�GSQI�MR�XS�WLST�RS�GLEVKI��TMGO�
up curbside, or we can work with case managers 
XS�KIX�MXIQW�XS�JEQMPMIW��;I�LEZI�WXEVXIH�WSQI�
ZMVXYEP�IZIRXW�PMOI�7XSV]�8MQI��;I��EPSRK�[MXL�XLI�
JSWXIVMRK�GSQQYRMX]��EVI�I\TIGXMRK�E�WYVKI�MR�GEWIW�
as manadtory reports, like teachers, are seeing kids 
QSVI�SJXIR��;I�EVI�XEOMRK�HSREXMSRW�SV�KIRXP]�YWIH�
clothing items during doantion hours and continuing 
to hvae limited volunteers help us sort and work on 
various projects through the year. 
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Thank You for Your 
Continued Support!

#betheirvoice

Though our Walk on 
the Wild Side date was 
moved to August and 
then reimagined Virtually, 
it did not stop our 
message from getting 
out that more families 
are needed to help kids 
in crisis.  Instead, we held 
#betheirvoice.  Followers 
TYVGLEWIH�X�WLMVXW��½PPIH�[MXL�JSWXIV�GEVI�JEGXW��[EPOIH�
in their neighborhoods, shared our message on social 
media and had fun!
 
Watch for details of next year’s walk in May at the 
Milwaukee County Zoo!
 
Thanks to our sponsors:  SaintA, Waukesha County 
Foster-care, Norris, Foundations and Children’s 
Community Health Plan!
 
It’s not too late to buy t-shirts – go to:  choseninlove.
org/store

Upcoming Event Opportunites for Foster and Adoptive Families in 2020-2021
Virtual Open Hearts, Open Homes Gala- November 14th

Toypalooza 2020- December 12 at The Family Closet in Waukesha
5th Annual Friends of Chosen Walk- May 21, 2021 at the Milwaukee County Zoo
Vacation Bible School 2021- Summber 2021

2021 Open Hearts, Open Home Gala- November 13 

Fall 2020

Coming in 2021
We are very excited to gear 
up to open a second Family 
'PSWIX� PSGEXMSR� MR�1MP[EYOII��
Our hope and goal for 2021 is 
to replicate our Family Closet 
MR�XLI�1MP[EYOII�EVIE�XS�LIPT�
[MXL� EGGIWWEFMPMX]� JSV� SYV�

families. 

November is National

Adoption Month

• 135,000 US Children/year are adopted.
• 1/25 US Families with children have an adopted 

child.
• It is estimated that 1.5 million Americans have 

considered adoption; if 1 in 500 adopted, EVERY 
waiting child in foster-care would have a Foverever 
Family
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Telling Chosen's Story
We have served 375+�JEQMPMIW�ERH�[SVOIH�[MXL�

14 Agencies with 750+ children in care

From 12 SE Wisconsin Counties.

More than 25,000 items have been given away 

JVSQ�8LI�*EQMP]�'PSWIX

Including more than 300 JYPP]�PSEHIH�FEGOTEGOW�

Chosen, Inc.
217 Wisconsin Ave. #105

Waukesha, WI 53186

Choseninlove.org
Like us on Facebook
@OurChosenFamily

Did you know that Amazon 
[MPP�HSREXI�E�TSVXMSR�SJ�%00�
OF YOUR AMAZON.COM 
496',%7)7��MJ�]SY�WIPIGX�'LSWIR�
EW�]SYV�TVIJIVVIH�RSR�TVS½X#�+S�
XS�%QE^SR´W�[IFTEKI�XS�WMKR�YT��
smile.amazon.com/ch/47-4449946!

Your Christmas gift and end of 

year purchases (and even your 

Chosen Wish-list purchases) all 

add and are an additional way to 

help Chosen!

Thank you SaintA for helping us get 
backpacks to families


