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Meet Lillian Matthews: 

Chosen’s Youngest Regular 

Volunteer 
By: Karen Schlindwein 

It’s probably her contagious smile, or her huge amount of 
enthusiasm, but whatever “it” is, you always know that when 
Lillian, an 11 year-old Big Bend Elementary 5th grade student, 
arrives to volunteer on Tuesday nights at Chosen ready to 
work!!   Lillian, an avid soccer player, loves math and loves to 
read!  She hopes one day to be on Team USA’s Soccer team! 
 
Lillian’s mom, Heather, used to work with Executive Director, 
Karen. She leads volunteer time at The Family Closet each 
Tuesday Night with Lillian.  Lillian likes to volunteer, as she 
says, because, “it makes me feel good that I’m helping other 
people.” Mom, Heather encouraged Lillian’s involvement and 
now the duo work side by side every week along with other 
family members and other volunteers to help to sort, organize, 
pull family orders and do whatever is needed for that week.  
Lillian especially likes to organize and separate clothing, school 
supplies, books, etc. 
 
In the future, Lillian hopes to share new ideas with us for our 
space to help us create a toy station and to also help us with a 

Toypalooza!  
On November 4th and November 11th, Chosen hosted its 
first outreach, inviting families to come back to The Family 
Closet to accept a wrapped toy as a Christmas gift from the 
ministry for the children in their care.  Toys were collected 
by different drives and collections through the generosity of 
many!  21 families joined us for a time of fellowship, to get 
to know more about Chosen, to let us get to know about 
them, and to allow them to shop for winter gear and 
holiday clothing. 
 

 
 

The Busy Baker (https://www.facebook.com/The-Busy-
Baker-157656688036192/) donated treats for both events – 
they were enjoyed by all (thank you, The Busy Baker)!   
The children also got to participate in an art project that 
will become a central focus of 2018.  Chosen’s house logo 
is framed by the colorful handprints of the many who 
visited us for Toypalooza!  Thanks to all the families who 
joined and all of our volunteers who helped to make both 
events a success!  Look for more outreach events in 2018! 
 

 

continued on page 2 
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teen fundraiser that we are hoping to do this coming winter!  
Stay tuned and know that Lillian will be helping us do the 
planning! 
 

Thanks, Lillian for being a champion volunteer for 
Chosen! 

 

 

Thank you, Girl Scouts!  
The girls of Troop #9247 (Clarendon Elementary School, 
Mukwonago) have been BUSY for months helping out 
Chosen.  Leaders Renee and Amy came to us asking if we 
needed volunteers.  Never did we imagine how much help 
this troop would give and how dedicated this team of girls 
would be.  When then challenge of gathering backpacks and 
items to fill backpacks for foster and adoptive kids was 
presented, the girls went to work and did drives throughout 
their community.  Not only did they gather enough items for 
us to give away 75 back packs, but they have since collected 
items to fill another 50+ for next season!   The girls came to 
Chosen’s office and helped us separate out items and pack 
them away into the backpacks.  Their excitement was 
fantastic! 
 
Their next challege was helping with an underwear and sock 
drive – another they helped us with graciously!   
 
The third goal was a toy drive.  Again, they met the challenge 
to help us collect dozens of toys for our Toypalooza event 
and then helped us wrap items.  We appreciate their 
dedication, creative ways to get the word out and endless 
efforts to help our Chosen families!!  We look forward to 
2018 and continuing to work with all of you! 

 
 

Then came Mukwonago Troop 2631 – leader Sharon 
contacted us recently asking if there was anything more that 
we needed.  As we had more toys that came in, her high 
school students helped us with the last of our wrapping.  We 
appreciated their helping us with those final presents to 
prepare for our event and look forward to more partnership 
next year! 
 
Thanks, girls, for all of your dedication!! 

 

 

continued from page 1 

“For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given; and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his 
name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6 
 

From all of us at Chosen we wish you a blessed 
Christmas Season. May your gatherings be filled with 

the hope and joy the Lord brings. 
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F A M I L Y  C L O S E T :   

The Family Closet matches community 
donations of children’s items with local 
foster and adoptive families and kinship 
and guardian caregivers.  All items are free 
of charge for families. We are open for 
families on Saturdays 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
and by appointment throughout the week. 
Family referral forms can be found on our 
webpage:  
http://www.choseninlove.org/85/The-
Family-Closet. 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

CHOSEN EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

MONDAY,  DECEMBER 11, 2017  
 

ELMBROOK CHURCH MOMS: PANEL DISCUSSION 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23, 2018 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 24, 2018 
 

WAUKESHA NOON ROTERARY CLUB PRESENTATION 
MONDAY, JANUARY 29, 2018 
 

WAUKESHA NOON LIONS CLUB PRESENTATION 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2018 
 

PEWAUKEE KIWANIS PRESENTATION 
TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 2018 
 

2ND ANNUAL FRIENDS OF CHOSEN WALK 
SATURDAY, MAY 19, 2018 

 

 

End of Year Reflections 
 
It’s hard to believe that our offices just opened in May.  So, how 
did Chosen do in 2017?   Here are the highlights: 
 

 During 140 appointments at The Family Closet, we 
served more than 80 families with 150 children from 
five Southeast Wisconsin counties; nearly half of these 
families have returned for at least a second visit. 

 Chosen was able to give more than 6,500 items to 
foster and adoptive families because of 115 generous 
community donations of gently used clothing and new 
toys, equipment, etc.  

 We worked with 8 area foster, adoption, and child-
placement organizations. 

 We have given away more than 75 fully loaded 
backpacks this year to school age foster children. 

 Our first outreach, Toypalooza, resulted in 21 of our 
families coming to The Family Closet to pick up toys 
for their children; to date, we have given away 70 toys 
with numbers on the rise! 

 We have logged 1,500 volunteer hours since February! 
 
Our referrals have been coming in on a regular basis, and we 
anticipate the need for at least a paid part-time position for next 
year to keep up.  How can do we do?  We are seeking 
supporters who have a heart for foster-care and adoption that 
would like to see Chosen grow!  Our growth will help us to 
expand to reach more and to also help us get the word out more 
about the great need for new foster and adoptive parents.   
 

Can you help? 
Chosen partners with National Christian Foundation with our 
Friends of Chosen Fund.  Your one-time or ongoing 
contributions (weekly, bi-weekly, monthly or other options), can 
help us to reach our goal of getting a paid staff member on 
board so that we can expand our ministry and keep up with the 
volume of referrals that we have had coming in.  Help us to 
help those who foster and adopt children in need of a loving 
home!  Our mission is simple – by sharing the Gospel of Christ, 
and by Fostering Forever Families, we wish for all children to 
have a safe and loving home.  Please visit our donation page at 
http://tinyurl.com/chosendonate.  
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